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the first theatre in England of "wood and timber" near Finsbury
Fields, and father of the Richard who was first to create the parts
of Hamlet, Macbeth and Corialanus.
The distinguished patron of drama apparently made a less
successful patron of education. For nearly twenty-four years,
from the last day of 1564 until his death, the Dominus Factotum
held the office of Chancellor of Oxford and the University was in
general not thought to have flourished under his patronage.
"All good order and discipline are despoiled in that place,"
laments a contemporary critic, "and the fervour of study
extinguished; the public lectures abandoned (I mean of the
more part), the Taverns and Ordinary Tables are frequented,
the apparel of the students grown monstrous; and the Statutes
and good Ordinances, both of the University and every college
and hall in private, broken and infringed at our Lord's good
pleasure. . . . The head officers are put in and out at his Lord-
ship's discretion and the scholars places either sold or disposed
of by his letters and those of his followers.... It is as common
buying and selling of places in that university as of horses in
Smithfield."
There seems to have been some substance in these charges;
certainly various of Robert's appointments and his motives for
them fell short of the highest academic standards. But it must
be remembered that well before his time Oxford had been torpidly
sinking and Cambridge exuberantly rising: and Cecil's much-
praised chancellorship of the younger university probably had as
little to do with the contrast as Robert's shortcomings in the
equivalent post at the elder. So far as disorder and indiscipline
went, the riots, wreckings of public houses, gaol deliveries, and
the assaults on peaceful"citizens, "so that no one can carry a
winepot in the street but it is taken away, or a lantern but it
is smitten out of his hand" complained of at Oxford could be
matched at Cambridge, where Cecil had now and then to deal
with uproar among the Fellows themselves.
Whatever Robert's failings they did not include indifference.
If his patronage was sometimes corrupt, it was also zealous;
and later critics, less partisan, have spoken well of various
of his teaching appointments and curricular reforms, especially
in theology and the classics. At his first installation he tried to
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